Series Preface

Theology in Community

As the series name Theology in Community indicates, theology in commu-

nity aims to promote clear thinking on and godly responses to historic
and contemporary theological issues. The series examines issues central
to the Christian faith, including traditional topics such as sin, the atone-
ment, the church, and heaven, but also some which are more focused or
contemporary, such as suffering and the goodness of God, the glory of God,
the deity of Christ, and the kingdom of God. The series strives not only to
follow a sound theological method but also to display it.

Chapters addressing the Old and New Testaments on the book’s subject
form the heart of each volume. Subsequent chapters synthesize the biblical
teaching and link it to historical, philosophical, systematic, and pastoral
concerns. Far from being mere collections of essays, the volumes are care-
fully crafted so that the voices of the various experts combine to proclaim
a unified message.

Again, as the name suggests, theology in community also seeks to dem-
onstrate that theology should be done in teams. The teachings of the Bible
were forged in real-life situations by leaders in God’s covenant communities.
The biblical teachings addressed concerns of real people who needed the
truth to guide their lives. Theology was formulated by the church and for
the church. This series seeks to recapture that biblical reality. The volumes
are written by scholars, from a variety of denominational backgrounds
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and life experiences with academic credentials and significant expertise
across the spectrum of theological disciplines, who collaborate with each
other. They write from a high view of Scripture with robust evangelical
conviction and in a gracious manner. They are not detached academics
but are personally involved in ministry, serving as teachers, pastors, and
missionaries. The contributors to these volumes stand in continuity with
the historic church, care about the global church, share life together with
other believers in local churches, and aim to write for the good of the church
to strengthen its leaders, particularly pastors, teachers, missionaries, lay
leaders, students, and professors.

For the glory of God and the good of the church,
Christopher W. Morgan and Robert A. Peterson



